
Disabled World Championships on home soil!Disabled World Championships on home soil!

Thank you to our administrators and boat 
crews for supporting the new concussion protocols. This
vital checklist keeps athletes safe and can be carried on a

boat card or accessed via the Concussion Ed app. Next time
you're on the water, ask your crew if they have it.

Remember, concussion doesn’t require 
loss of consciousness. 

The Australian Disabled Water Ski Team executed a formidable challenge  at the 2025
IWWF World Disabled Water Ski Championships hosted at the WAWA home of water
skiing - MULWALA WATERSKI CLUB at the Max Kirwan Ski Park , 27-30 November.

Hi there and welcome to this issue of Waterski and Wakeboard Australia’s newsletter, lots of news from
our local, national and international events! Big thank you to our contributors, without you it would not be

possible to share the amazing news on ‘what’s happening’ in your space!

In an impressive showcase of
Australian talent, Jason Sleep, Eira
Dalzell, Jack Taylor, Grant Miller,
Richard West, Jaydon Jobe and
Samantha Jane-Longmore formed a
powerhouse Aussie team that skied
their hearts out and left nothing
behind finishing 2nd in the Teams
Overall. Their incredible
performances delivered pending
world records across slalom and
tricks, including —

Sign up for FREE WAWA Community Membership and
make your voice count! Invite friends and family to join
this vibrant network, stay informed, and help protect
our favourite waterways—keeping them open, clean,
and enjoyable for all. Plus, enjoy exclusive discounts
from our Preferred Partners.   JOIN HERE
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• Eira Dalzell (AUS) – A2 W Slalom – 4.00 buoys/55kph/18.25 metres (Ladies Standing Slalom Gold Medallist)
• Jayden Jobe (AUS) – A/L1 M Slalom with a score of 4.50 buoys/49kph/18.25 metres
• Samantha-Jane Longmore (AUS) - MP1 W Slalom with a score of 2.00 buoys/49kph/ 18.25 metres (inner course).
• Richard West (AUS) – A/L1 M Tricks – 200 points   •    Jason Sleep (AUS) – MP4 M Tricks: 1,600 points
VIEW ALL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

GET YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY ONBOARD
WITH FREE WAWA MEMBERSHIP!

NEW ASC TRAINING RESOURCES | OFFICIATING WOMEN AND GIRLS 

The Australian Sports Commission has announced that the Coaching and Officiating Women and Girls resources are now
live on the ASC website. This initiative supports coaches and officials to better understand the experiences of women and
girls in sport and to create environments where everyone can feel confident, capable and supported to thrive.
 

The new resource hub brings together stories from across Australian sport, practical tools and guides and insights to help
translate inclusion into everyday coaching and officiating practice. More resources and webinars are also in development to
continue supporting the sector in this space.  You can view the ASC resources here

CONCUSSION PROTOCOLS

https://mulwalawaterski.com.au/
https://www.awwf.com.au/membership/
https://ems.iwwf.sport/Athletes/Profile?Id=5f9dcab5-42b1-413f-92b7-3f4fcbb7022d
https://ems.iwwf.sport/Athletes/Profile?Id=fe2a0245-8289-4f34-a9c5-562068678bb9
https://www.iwwfed-ea.org/disabled/26IWWF03/
https://www.ausport.gov.au/coaching/community/education/coaching-women-and-girls


The Masters World Championships was a hit again, with strong support from Australia—32 skiers, 12 officials, plus families and fans.
The best part for many was reconnecting with old (yes, older!) and new friends. Australia won Team Gold, our green-and-gold
uniforms and wetsuits standing out as “Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, Oi, Oi, Oi” echoed around the lake.

We embraced France, from croissants to the Eiffel Tower, while pitching in to help the LOC and officials. Two proud father–son pairs
competed: Terry & Mark Hurley and Garry & Shaun Bruce. Commentator John Cornish briefly mixed up Peter & Brett Roberts as a
father–son duo, which gave everyone a good laugh.

Luke Van Den Heuvel stole the show, defending Champion Overall Masters Men and Men’s Div 1 Overall, with gold in all three events
and a gutsy jump in tough conditions. Danny Gathercole also went back‑to‑back, taking Men’s Div 3 Overall after his 2023 Men’s Div 2
title, and loved sharing the Men’s Div 3 Slalom podium with Ron Scarpa.

First Overall wins went to Peter Roberts (Men’s Div 2) and Peter McClung (Men’s Div 4), rewarded for steady tricks and slalom despite
the wind. The Australian national anthem rang out again and again at presentations.  VIEW ALL RESULTS HERE

Australia shines at 2025 World 
Masters Barefoot Championships
Chartres, France

Australia shines at 2025 World 
Masters Barefoot Championships
Chartres, France

Huge thanks to our officials: Jodie Duncan (Assistant Chief Judge) and Foots
(Chief Dock Marshall); dual‑role legends Paul Harries, Kevin Murray, Tim Hall
and Geoff Davis; judges Geoff & Lyn Blaauw; scorer Ashleigh Groen; drivers Gary
Keen, Geoff Riesen and reserve Danny Gathercole. Congrats to Paul and Kevin on
Level 1 judging and to Geoff on Level 1 driving. And big thanks to Team Manager
David Duncan.

The LOC delivered a great week, with stunning light shows and the iconic
cathedral—Chartres blue is etched in our memories. The Ship to Shore kept
bankside and home crowds informed and entertained.

We now await the next Masters venue—come join us. Sadly, one member won’t
be joining us in 2027, as Darren Lloyd passed away suddenly from illness, shortly
after returning to Australia. We wish him tight lines and smooth waters in
heaven, as he was too good a guy to go anywhere else. 
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https://www.iwwfed-ea.org/barefoot/25IWWF05/
https://www.iwwfed-ea.org/barefoot/25IWWF05/


NSW Leads the Way with eyeTrick TechnologyNSW Leads the Way with eyeTrick Technology

Team Managers Sue Crisp and Pete Cornale guided the squad through a highly competitive week of world-class performances, with several standout
results and personal bests.

Joel O’Toole soared to a new personal best jump of 56 metres, while Lucas Cornale recorded an impressive 49.7 metres. Sade Ferguson delivered one of
the highlights of the week, achieving a 49.8-metre jump and an exceptional 5@10.75m slalom run in the final — setting a new Queensland record and
securing 4th in slalom and 6th overall. Vennesa Vieke also impressed, reaching the slalom final with a score of 1@10.75m, placing her equal 9th in the
world.

Every member of Team Australia rose to the occasion, skiing close to their personal bests — an impressive feat on the sport’s biggest stage. Australia’s
combined efforts earned the team 9th place overall, a strong and inspiring result against the world’s best.

Australia impresses at the 2025 
Open World Waterski Championships –
Recetto, Italy

Australia impresses at the 2025 
Open World Waterski Championships –
Recetto, Italy

It’s been a remarkable season New South Wales has embraced the future of trick judging with the
introduction of eyeTrick, the latest in electronic judging technology now approved by the IWWF
for use in tournament waterskiing.

The eyeTrick system captures video directly from the boat’s camera and links to a scoring
program accessed by 3–5 judges via tablets or monitors. Judges can time and score each pass,
and the system automatically compiles results, communicating them to the main scoring system
and even publishing them live online. eyeTrick can be used with both live and delayed video,
providing flexibility for different tournament formats.

Judges undergo a structured training program through their online eyeTrick accounts,
progressing through levels until they’re ‘Tournament Ready’. Training includes practising with
recorded trick passes and mastering efficient use of the judging tablets. After successful trials at
several pro events and the IWWF U17 World Championships in Calgary in 2024, eyeTrick has since
featured at every World Championships. This October, Australia made its debut using the
technology at the Stoney Park Ski School Tournament in NSW, an exciting step for local
competition.

The advantages are clear: eyeTrick streamlines the judging process, reduces the number of
officials , enhances transparency for athletes, and simplifies scoring. Skiers can even review why
certain tricks were not credited, a valuable learning tool. As more  tournaments adopt the
system, eyeTrick will continue to transform the sport for officials and skiers alike.

Australia made a powerful statement on
the world stage at the 2025 IWWF Open
World Waterski Championships in Recetto,
Italy, with nine talented athletes proudly
flying the green and gold across all three
disciplines.

Led by Team Captain Patrick Crisp (#63),
the Australian contingent showcased an
impressive mix of experience and
emerging talent. The team included Sade
Ferguson, Vennesa Vieke, Lucas Cornale,
Corey Saddington, and Callan Ashcroft,
supported by wildcards Nick Adams, Layne
Moroney, and Joel O’Toole.
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After nailing 10.75m, he needed more than 1¼ buoys at 10.25m to take the lead. Lucas was a little slow out of one ball and couldn’t make it to two,
but his grace under pressure was pure class. He rode back with a smile, acknowledged the cheering crowd, and proudly claimed the bronze medal
for Australia. Zarhli Reeves impressed in the jump event, launching herself to within 20 cm of her personal best to finish tied for fourth place — a
phenomenal result.

 Then came Kristy Appleton, who stunned the crowd with a massive 48.7 m jump on her first attempt. Competing on the 1.5 m ramp, she watched
nervously as the rest of the field jumped from 1.65 m — but no one topped her distance. Kristy was crowned the U21 World Jump Champion,
securing gold in jump and bronze overall.
Fletcher Green also earned his spot in the finals, skiing with confidence and attacking his run before a late fall cost him valuable points. Holly
Lucev, stepping in at the last minute , did an incredible job making the finals and standing up her runs against the world’s best. Every Australian
athlete represented their country with integrity and heart. The support between skiers, parents, and coaches ensured team success. 

Australia Shines at the 2025 U21
World Waterski Championships –
Calgary, Canada 

Australia Shines at the 2025 U21
World Waterski Championships –
Calgary, Canada 

It’s been a remarkable season for Australian tournament water skiers, with multiple national records rewritten
across several divisions, both at home and abroad.

The world’s best young skiers converged on Calgary,
Canada, for the U21 World Waterski Championships,
and the Aussie team did the green and gold proud,
leaving their mark on the international stage.
Australia’s six-member team (plus two reserves)
delivered standout results. Team Members: Kristy
Appleton, Fletcher Green, Dylan Wright, Zarhli
Reeves, Lucas Cornale, and Lochie Butlin Reserves:
Jada Sweeney and Milla Bennett.

When Lucas Cornale hit the water for the slalom final,
it looked like he was programmed for precision. Each
pass grew sharper, smoother, and more confident. 

Australian Skiers Smash National Records Across DivisionsAustralian Skiers Smash National Records Across Divisions

At the Travers Grand Prix in
Florida, Lucas Cornale delivered

an outstanding performance,
running 5@10.25 m to set a new
Australian Under-21 record and

equal the Open Men’s slalom
record — one of the most

challenging feats 
in the sport.

In Queensland, Scott Reeves soared to a new
Over-35 Men’s Jump record, landing an

incredible 58.6 m at Helidon. Meanwhile,
Nicki Cockburn impressed at the 2025

Australian Championships, setting a new
Over-45 Women’s Trick record with 3540

points, while her husband Chris Cockburn
matched the Over-45 Men’s Slalom record
with 1@10.25 m and a new 045 mens trick

record of 5990.

Over in New South Wales, Mel Collins broke the Over-55 Women’s Jump record with a leap of
22.3 m at Max Kirwan Lakes, Mulwala. Rounding out the list of record-breakers, John Adams
notched a new Over-65 Men’s Slalom record of 2@10.75 m at Hobe Lake, Florida. These
achievements highlight the depth, dedication, and talent within Australian waterskiing —
from rising stars to seasoned champions — each pushing the limits of what’s possible
behind the boat.
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Hall of Fame Presentation Dinner
Water Ski and Wakeboard's night of nights is here again and brings together
the largest gathering of our greats under one roof. This prestigious event
honours and recognises the outstanding accomplishments of our athletes
and the significant contributions of those who help grow our sport.
DATE:    7th March 2026 commencing 6:30pm
VENUE:  Palladium C Level 1 Crown Towers Hotel 

10% off Waterski Equipment for WAWA members.Up to 10% off in-store for WAWA members. 

10% discount storewide for WAWA members WAWA members get 10% off everything in our ONLINE store

y o u r  E X C L U S I V E  W A W A  M E M B E R  B E N E F I T S

Waterski & Wakeboard Australia (WAWA) is excited to share an update on our proposal to have Waterskiing and Wakeboarding considered
for inclusion in the 2032 Brisbane Olympic Games. For the purpose of our bid, Waterskiing and Wakeboarding refers collectively to all WAWA
divisions. All disciplines under Waterskiing and Wakeboarding Australia, including our soon to be formed Cable Ski and Wake division, are
being considered as part of the overall opportunity we are presenting to the Brisbane 2032 Organising Committee.

Progress So Far
We are pleased to confirm that Mark Beretta has agreed to chair the national committee leading this work. Under Mark’s leadership, he and
others have already held three to four highly positive meetings with key stakeholders, and a potential venue has been identified as suitable
for Olympic competition. The Brisbane organising committee has shown strong interest in what our sport can contribute, and planning is
underway to shape a submission that aligns with the criteria the Olympic selection panel will expect from any new sport.

How the Community Can Support the Bid
A key factor in the Olympic selection process is the level of community engagement and participation. To strengthen our bid, we are asking
everyone in our community - skiers - riders - families - supporters - friends, to join our FREE WAWA Community Membership. It’s quick, it’s free,
and it demonstrates the size and passion of our sport across Australia. The more people who join, the stronger our position when presenting
to the Brisbane 2032 committee.

Together,  We Can Make History
This is a rare and exciting opportunity to showcase our sport on the world stage. By uniting as a community and growing our membership
base, we can give Waterskiing and Wakeboarding the strongest possible chance of Olympic inclusion in 2032.

Olympic BID update for Brisbane 2032  Olympic BID update for Brisbane 2032  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WATERSKI AND WAKEBOARD AUSTRALIA
The board wishes to express its gratitude to the
Division and State leaders who were able to
attend the AGM in October. Meeting and
collaborating with division and state leaders
provides the WAWA Board valuable insight and
alignment, helping them to strategically plan
for the year ahead.
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DETAILS AND TICKET BOOKINGS

Sign up for FREE WAWA Community Membership and enjoy exclusive discounts from our Preferred Partners. 

JOIN HERE

http://yarraskinski.com.au/discount/WAWAbenifit
https://www.trybooking.com/DHUVU
https://www.awwf.com.au/membership/


Early season activities have kicked off in a big way at Molonglo Reach, Canberra, with the
Tournament Division holding a junior jump camp on the weekend of 18-19 October and conducting
its annual Malibu event the following weekend, 25-26 October.
The jump camp was attended by a full book of nine ACT and New South Wales skiers, who received
expert coaching from top jumper, dual Moomba Overall winner and local ACT member Archie
Davis. It’s hard to catch Archie in town, and we certainly appreciate his making time available to
help our budding champions.

No sooner had the jump been pulled out after the coaching camp than it had to be put back into
the Molonglo in readiness for the Malibu comp. Almost 30 skiers attended, which was a pretty good
result seeing as the Canberra event had to be held so early in the season. While historically the
event has been held in February, the introduction and scheduling of other events around NSW and
Victoria have squeezed the Canberra event out of that time slot. In any case, the water seemed
warm and the weather was amenable for most of the weekend, and it was a great opportunity to
christen the ACT Association’s upgraded bathroom, meeting room and kitchen facilities. We think
competitors come for the goodies on offer more than the skiing—“the best canteen in the country”,
as our event announcer proclaimed! Thanks to the ACT Sport and Recreation directorate for
granting us the funds to carry out this refurbishment.

The NSW Water Ski Federation hosted a fantastic Come & Try Day at the NSW Ski Gardens in Wisemans Ferry on Saturday 25 October 2025, and what a day it was! It’s
been a while since we’ve held a multi-divisional event, and it was wonderful to see our divisions come together to share their skills, energy, and passion for the sport.
Our coaches for the day, Mark Parsons, President Barefoot NSW and Amber Wing Smith, World Wakeboard Champion & NSW Director, took participants through a
range of activities — from knee boarding to waterskiing to wakeboarding — with expert instruction and plenty of encouragement. Meanwhile, Sharon Paterson,
Director of the NSW Disabled Division, coordinated sessions for our disabled skiers, who had the opportunity to either try something new or refine their technique in a
supportive environment. With help from family and volunteers, every skier received multiple turns on the water and plenty of smiles to go with them.

We were also joined by Sam Longmore, who is preparing to represent Australia at the 2025 IWWF World Disabled Waterski Championships in Mulwala (November 27–
30, 2025). Sam and other athletes will compete in seated, standing, and vision-impaired categories across slalom, tricks, and jumping — an inspiring reminder of
what’s possible on the water.

A huge thank you to our Directors — Mark Jefferay, Kris Asprey, Robyn Deane, and Tim Failes — who pitched in throughout the day, from driving boats to manning the
BBQ and cheering on participants. President Jan Thurgar, made sure every newcomer had the chance to make the most of their time on the water. We were thrilled to
receive this wonderful message from participant Eva Li, who attended with her husband and daughters: “Thank you once again for giving me the opportunity to
participate in such a wonderful event. It was truly eye-opening to see how individuals with disabilities can enjoy wakeboarding. I was especially impressed by the
patience, enthusiasm, and professionalism that each of you demonstrated throughout the day. Special mention goes to Amber Wing — she was incredible and left a
lasting impression on us. This experience brought my family a lot of excitement and has inspired us to consider pursuing wakeboarding further in the future (to the
stress of my kid!).” Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered, and supported this event. Your enthusiasm made it a truly memorable day for all involved.
We’re already planning our next Come & Try Day for early 2026, so stay tuned for details!

n e w  s o u t h  w a l e s  U P D A T E  n e w  s o u t h  w a l e s  U P D A T E  

ACT UPDATEACT UPDATE
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The Tournament Division’s has just held a 4-round slalom event, on 22-23 November, and that was immediately followed by a midweek junior development camp with
renowned USA coach Jimmy Siemers, running from 24-28 November. Further reports in the next newsletter. The Association acknowledges the assistance of the ACT
Environment Protection Authority in granting closure of Molonglo Reach area for Tournament and Wakeboard coaching sessions in the face of competing interests
from other river stakeholders. The Tournament Division is also proud of the efforts of Canberra skier Oscar Cowan, who has been selected for the Junior Worlds in
Argentina next year. Go Oscar!

Wakeboard competitions have only just kicked off in Canberra, so we don’t have too much to report from that division in this issue. However, some hearty souls have
been keeping their skills up with the odd training session through the Canberra winter—real dedication!—and training numbers are increasing with the warmer
weather. The first wakeboard comp was on the weekend of 15-16 November, and we’ll look forward to providing more details on that event. The main problem for the
Wakeboard Division is trying to cater for all its new members—the sport seems to be booming in the ACT!

Junior Jump Camp Participants



MAJOR EVENTS REMINDER 
2026 WAWA Australian National Wakeboard Championships | 25-28 February at Bundalong, Australia
2026 IWWF International Moomba Masters | 7-9 March at Melbourne, Australia
2026 WAWA Show Ski Nationals | 20-22 March at Max Kirwan Ski Park, Australia
2026 IWWF World Under 17 Waterski Championships | 1-5 April at Ahumada, Argentina
2026 WAWA National Waterski Titles | 2-6 April at Max Kirwan Ski Park, Australia
2026 IWWF World Over 35 Waterski Championships | 19-26 July at Predator Bay, Canada
2027 IWWF Waterski World Championships | 16-22 February at Max Kirwan Ski Park, Australia
2027 IWWF Show Ski World Championships | 15-19 September in Warsaw, Indiana, USA

Click here for BAREFOOT

Click here for WAKEBOARD

Click here for WATERSKI

Click here for SHOW SKI

Click here for DISABLED

DIVISION CALENDARS

Waterski and Wakeboard Australia would like to sincerely thank the
Australian Sports Commission (ASC) for their ongoing support and

participation funding. Their contribution helps us continue to
provide programs and opportunities for our members, and we

greatly appreciate their commitment to the growth and
development of our sport.

The Beverley Ski Club was founded in the 1980s by a group of passionate three-
event skiers who were eager to train, compete in tournaments, and take part in
community events.

Fast forward to 2025, and the club has evolved into a Show Ski Club with many of
the new members representing Australia at the highest levels of the sport, including
the World and National Championships (from 2011 through to 2025). Our members
are also multi-disciplined, with many actively involved in Barefoot and Tournament
Skiing. To kick off our season and to improve all club members' barefooting skills
the club arranged for Peter O’Neill to come and provide coaching across 4 days with
50 individual sessions completed and the improvement of all skiers went beyond
expectation. This is a testament to Pete’s knowledge and coaching skills.  We are
proudly affiliated with Waterski and Wakeboard Australia and the Western Australian
Water Ski Association. Our goal is to continue developing our skiers, introduce new
participants to the sport we love through community events and “Come & Try” days,
and help promote Show Skiing across all levels.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA UPDATEWESTERN AUSTRALIA UPDATE
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WOMEN IN SPORT | VIDEO SERIES RELEASE
WAWA are pleased to release our Women In Sport video campaign. A huge thank
you to those who contributed to this campaign both on and off camera. Look
out for the videos in your social media newsfeeds!  View the full campaign here

The Series includes:

Backing a boat

Wakeboarding

Barefooting

Waterskiing

Show Skiing

Adaptive Skiing

https://www.awwf.com.au/barefoot-calendar/
https://www.awwf.com.au/wakeboard-calendar/
https://www.awwf.com.au/tournament-calendar/
https://www.awwf.com.au/show-ski-calendar/
https://www.awwf.com.au/disabled-calendar/
https://www.awwf.com.au/women-in-sport-videos/

